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We have worked together for the past 5 years to collect

and create structured information (metadata) about the
objects held in our combined collections. We've developed
data standards to make that information interoperable on
the web using the Europeana Data Model, and we have
agreed to share that information as widely as possible by
applying the Creative Commons Public Domain Mark. We've
made all this data available through a single interface,
www.europeana.eu. At the same time, we have started to
THE TS engage users very personally in their shared history through
collection days across Europe, www.europeanal914-1918
(the largest repository of personal stories about the First
World War) and www.europeana989. We think these are
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From portal to platform

To continue our success, we need to reconsider our initial
aim of building a single access digital museum, library and
archive for Europe - a place where you're invited to look
back at the great achievements of the past. We still believe
that this is a good idea, but technology allows us to do so
much more and we have to work much harder to meet rising
user expectations. People want to re-use and play with the
material, to interact with others and participate in creating
something new. To enable this, we need to build a bigger

set of high quality material and a shared infrastructure that

)(/)'( 7_-‘\_9 3 O OO 75 1L'|: 0) —36 enables re-use and creates value for all stakeholders. We

need to start behaving like a platform - a place not only to

3 5 % 'iﬁ*u FH E_rﬁE: ,‘/7_'_‘/“/ ' visit, but also to build on, play in and create with.
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