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What are the bold actions being taken by the private sector to
achieve the Sustainable Development Goals in Japan?

Gender equality is not only a
fundamental human right, but a
necessary foundation for
peaceful, prosperous and
sustainable world. Japan uses
comedy as a means of
promoting the importance of
gender equality for achieving
sustainable development.

Yoshimoto Kogyo, Japan’s
comedy-entertainment giant has
joined forces with the United
Nations Information Centre
(UNIC) in Tokyo, to promote the
importance of the 17 Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGs). In
March 2017, Yoshimoto Kogyo
and UNIC Tokyo jointly
organised an online campaign
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for International Women’s Day
under the new partnership.
Several popular female
comedians from Yoshimoto
Kogyo shared their messages on
gender equality with the
Japanese public through
websites and social media
platforms showing solidarity with
all women around the world.
Their messages, based on their
own experiences, deeply
resonated with the Japanese
public.

Led by Yoshimoto Kogyo, the
partnership also expanded to the
Okinawa International Movie
Festival in April 2017 to raise
public awareness of the SDGs.
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| believe that the purpose of every
profession is to make the people
we love happy. In other words, we
all work for the well-being of people
in Japan and across the world. As
the saying goes, ‘laughter brings
forgiveness, and forgiveness brings
laughter.” When there is laughter,
we can muster the strength to bring
happiness to others. By being
involved in an activity to promote
the SDGs, we wish to help inspire
and create hope for the future with
what little we can do as comedians
and entertainers. We are
committed to advancing the efforts
toward actualising a global society
filled with laughter.

Hiroshi Osaki
President and CEO
Yoshimoto Kogyo

Laughter can open up people’s
minds. Comedy and entertainment
can break barriers. We really
appreciate this great partnership
with the creative community in the
spirit of partnership crystallized in
Goal 17.

Kaoru Nemoto
Director
UNIC Tokyo
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Mr. Hiroshi Osaki, President and CEO of Yoshimoto Kogyo
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The event included a screening
of a short promotional movie on
the SDGs produced by top
Japanese creators; a SDGs
photo exhibition which included
some taken by the Yoshimoto
comedians; and a game for
children to collect 17 SDG
stamps featuring the comedians’
messages.

Society is shackled by its own
stereotypes of what women should
look like. We are preoccupied with
striving towards achieving societal

standards of beauty. I like myself
as lam.

Yuriyan Retriever
Female Comedian
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Well-known female comedians promoting SDG5 on International Women'’s Day in
solidarity with all women around the world (March 2017)
© YOSHIMOTO CREATIVE AGENCY

Why do the above actions
matter to the people in Japan?

Although the 17 SDGs are
universal goals for all countries,
people’s awareness and
recognition of the SDGs is low in
Japan. According to a PwC
study in 2015, the global
average of the public recognition
rate across 16 countries
surveyed was 33 per cent, but in
Japan it was only 22 per cent.

Comedians are uniquely
positioned in the Japanese
entertainment business as they
not only perform comedies, but
also appear in TV shows as
presenters and commentators.
Promoting the SDGs using
public figures, such as the
Yoshimoto comedians, is
increasingly important as they
have a wide public outreach as
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influencers and connectors in
the country.

What SDGs have been
particularly advanced?

This approach helps advance
Goal 4 on Quality Education,
Goal 5 on Gender Equality and
Goal 17 on Partnerships for the
Goals.
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We experienced
the Great East Japan
Earthquake and Tsunami,
and are in the process of
reconstruction.

We hope to share
with the world, the lessons
learned and the reality,
to decrease similar
damages, not to repeat the
same tragedy.

100 days after Haiyan © UNDP Philippines

What are the bold actions being taken by the public-private
partnership to achieve the Sustainable Development Goals?

Natural disasters undermine operate a new global database,
hard-earned development gains in the Global Centre for
and perpetuate poverty. Building Disaster Statistics (GCDS),
resilience against natural that aims to reduce the
disasters, exacerbated by damage caused by major
climate change, is a global natural disasters around the
priority that calls for decisive and world.
urgent action by multiple actors
at the g|oba|’ regiona| and In this prOjeCt, FUjitSU will not
national levels. only use its overall capabilities in
information and communication -
In Japan, Tohoku University technology (ICT) to support pro- Prof. Fumihiko Imamura
International Research Institute bono the construction of the Director of the International
of Disaster Science (IRIDeS), global database, it will also ResearcI] Institute of Disaster
Fujitsu Limited and the United support through donations its Science (IRIDeS),
Nations Development operation and the improvement Tohoku University
Programme (UNDP) agreed to of disaster prevention
form a partnership to build and administrative capabilities in
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Progress of national disaster loss database development in Asia (2015) © UNDP Bangkok Regional Hub

developing nations. Through the
activities of this partnership, the
three organizations are
contributing to the building of
societies that are prepared for
major natural disasters
especially in Asia-Pacific
developing countries.

Why do the above actions
matter to people in Asia?

In recent years, major natural
disasters have frequently
occurred in Japan and other

countries in Asia and the Pacific,

becoming a major obstacle to
developing nations' sustainable
development and economic and
social growth.

In particular, there is a fear that
a concentration of populations in
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urban centres is further
increasing the risks of harm,
demanding a reduction of that
risk.

How does the partnership
work among the three actors?

UNDP guides the collection of
disaster data, information
disclosure, and policy making in
developing nations.

Tohoku Univeristy IRIDeS, a
research institute of Tohoku
University in Miyagi prefecture
that was directly affected by the
Great East Japan Earthquake
and Tsunami in 2011, stores the
statistical disaster data collected
by Member States in the GCDS,
performs data analysis, and
provides disaster prevention
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advice to each State through
UNDP.

Fujitsu will use ICT to support
the improvement of disaster
prevention capabilities in
developing nations through the
GCDS.

The three organizations will work
together to achieve the goals

laid out in the Sendai Framework
for Disaster Risk Reduction.

What SDGs have been
particularly advanced in the
project?

The project focuses on Goal 11
on sustainable cities and
communities, and Goal 17 on
partnerships.
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South Sudanese participants study in the City of Peace and leam from Hiroshima’s reconstruction story. © UNITAR

What are the bold actions being taken by the Government of
Japan to achieve the Sustainable Development Goals?

Enhancing international support
for implementing effective
capacity building in developing
countries is pivotal for achieving
the Sustainable Development
Goals (SDGs).

The Government of Japan is
increasing efforts to enhance the
potential of young professionals
in the world’s newest country —
South Sudan. By supporting the
‘UNITAR South Sudan
Fellowship Programme” led and
initiated by the United Nations
Institute for Training and
Research (UNITAR) Hiroshima
Office in 2015, Japan is not only
supporting the stability and
growth of the post-conflict

country locally but also helping
to advance the SDGs globally.
The fellowship, which targets
young professionals in the
government, civil society
organizations, private sector and
academic institutions is a six-
month-long training programme
tailored to respond to the
specific needs of South Sudan,
focusing on knowledge, skills
and attitudes needed for
effective project management,
youth leadership and social
entrepreneurship.

South Sudanese fellows are
trained to identify local needs
and national priorities, as well as
design and implement projects
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Through UNITAR’s Fellowship
Programme, | learned the
meaning of unity and was able
to build deep and meaningful
relationships with my peers.
Having previously been
complete strangers, | felt that
coming together with other
participants from the same
country inspired us to work
together for the betterment of
South Sudan.

Christina Pita Lukudu
2015 South Sudanese Fellow

I acquired skills on conducting
organizational needs
assessments, project proposal
writing, and leadership. My
ability to lead and understand
my place in a team has greatly
improved, as well as my ability
to coordinate, network, and
understand other actors in the
areas of development.

Marial Luk
2015 South Sudanese Fellow
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An in-country training session, attended by H.E. Kiya Masahiko, Japanese Ambassador

to South Sudan. © UNITAR

to address them in ways that will
help shape their nation’s path
towards sustainable recovery
and development. The
programme has thus far
completed two annual cycles
with 45 graduates, aiming to
develop the capacity of each
individual fellow to be a leader,
able to contribute to
organizational change within
his/her respective ministry or
organization. One Fellow from
the 2015 Cycle identified that
there was a lack of skilled
teachers in a certain state of
South Sudan, and developed a
project proposal to train 25 per
cent of primary school teachers
in the state. This project has
been successfully funded and is
now being implemented.

Why do the above actions
matter to the people in South
Sudan and beyond?

Building the capacity of South Sudanese to be able to effectively identify and address

needs in their organizations and community. © UNITAR

With two-thirds of South Sudan’s
population under the age of 30,
investing in their potential and
providing them with
management, leadership and
innovation training and skills is
critically important. By building
capacity around needs
assessments, project planning
and implementation, and sharing
best practices with others, the
South Sudanese fellows can be
better equipped to promote
economic and social
development that can lead to
peace and security in the
country.

Furthermore, the development of
entrepreneurial and leadership
skills can also reduce the risk of
aid dependency for South
Sudan. Through the fellowship
programme, the participants
acquire a strong sense of
ownership, a solid identity and a
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shared long-term vision of the
country for achieving the SDGs.

What SDGs have been
particularly advanced?

The fellowship programme
supports Goal 4 on quality
education (4.4 and 4.7), Goal 5
on gender equality (5.5), Goal 10
on inequality (10.2), Goal 16 on
peace, justice and strong
institutions (16.6, 16.7 and 16.a),
and Goal 17 on partnerships
(17.9 and 17.17).
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