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_ N Japanese astronaut spotlights nation’s role i space
BEESFT KFHFEATA7 ——
(A—Z2k-EoFRILEK)

This weekend, Florida is scheduled to see the first launch of the Crew Dragon

ﬁ —_— > ~ spacecraft Resilience on its way to transport four astronauts on the Crew-1
. ; Vicy ; — 7 [ | ] / ~ ) b mission to the International Space Station (ISS) from the Kennedy Space

Center. It is also the first operational flight of the Commercial Crew Program.
—~ GIND —_— T In addition to highlighting Florida’s special role in space exploration, the
/N = : :
:t — S launch is a great source of pride for both the United States and Japan.
~ipe T =] 1=

Among the four-person crew heading to the ISS will be three Americans and
Japanese astronaut Soichi Noguchi, whose presence symbolizes a furthering of
international cooperation in the field of space development for Japan.

_ :
=k 17
| Hiv e g K : . : :
‘While Japan has relied on the U.S. and Russia to help send astronauts into

space, it nonetheless has supported international cooperation in space
development in a variety of ways. Most notably, Japan has created and
launched the unmanned space cargo ship “Kounotori” to assist in transporting

B e up to six tons of supplies to the ISS. Additionally, Japan has developed the H-
. Faﬁ 1E %E' *E 1 ‘I 75 B / E 11 class of rocket. The H-IIB rocket has delivered the Kounotori to the ISS
=] ~ successfully since its first flight in 2005 and is therefore considered to be the
a most reliable rocket in the world.
||:| I -'%& T 7 I 7 I ’ /r l\ F { 7 t Z 340 5 / H Fﬁﬁ ersonally, as a Japanese citizen living in Florida, I am excited that Florida is

once again at the forefront of Japan-171.S. cooperation, and especially due to an
event as important as this one. I extend my best wishes to Soichi Noguchi and
the rest of the Crew-1 team and look forward to a successful mission.

o]

Kenji Hirata Miami

] *E&g . 3’5)] % Kenji Fiirate is the Consul General of Japan in Miami
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