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Upopoy Memorial Site

The remains of Ainu people and the items buried with them have long been studied by anthropologists and other researchers.

Research into the origins of the people of the Japanese archipelago increased markedly during the middle of the Meiji Era. The remains of Ainu people wars excavatad
and collected by researchers as part of this work, which continued into the Showa era.

As a result, Ainu remains were stored as research materials in several universitiss. In some instances, the wishes of the Ainu may not have been considered when thesze
remains were excavated and collected.

In light of this history and actions that have been taken to repatriate the remains of indigenous peoples across the world, it was decided in June 2014 that the Japaneze
government would promote the return of the remains of Ainu people to the Ainu with the understanding and cooperation of relevant parties. It was also decided at the
time that the remains that could not be returned immediately would be transferred to Upopoy, where dignifisd memorial services would be held by the Ainu and the
remains would be managed properly until a system for their acceptance by the Ainu could be established.

In accordance with this decision, the Upopoy Memonial Site was established to fulfill this function in September 2019.

The transfer of remains from universities began in Movember of the same year, and the first memorial service performed by Ainu people was held in December.

Fostaring an understanding of this history amang the many visitors to Upopoy is fundamental to a harmeonious society now and in the future.
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The Upopoy Memorial Site Monument

This monument was created based on the concept of establishing the foundation
for a dignified memorial that looks to the future without forgetting the past,
as conceived by the Upopoy Memorial Site Monument Committee.

Symbolic design elements
* The shape of the monument is inspired by ikupasuy (libation sticks), which are used by Ainu |
people during prayer and are said to deliver prayers and libation to the kamuy (spirit-deities).
The monument also features a traditional Ainu pattern that is said to ward off evil spirits.
These elements convey the concept of a memorial that brings people together in the hope that |
the past generations honored by this monument may rest in peace.

* The incorporation of an owl into the design represents the principle of peaceful coexistence
with nature, which has been a central part of Ainu culture throughout history.

* The monument extends toward the sky, representing harmonious coexistence between peoples [ e 7 < :
and hope for a peaceful future. i o = Monument helght 2%m
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